THE CROWN

The Newsletter of Christ Church Shrewsbury
Christ Church is a community that welcomes all intbe Household of Faith. We continually seek
new ways to broaden our ministry, to renew our faiand to serve Christ in all persons. Together,
we strive for justice and peace among all peophel aespect the dignity of every human being.
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“Morning by morning God wakens, wakens my ear teten as those who are taught....”
Isaiah 50.4

It is not an easy thing to describe the year 20fllwas to tell you that it was an extraordinarilysy year, you
would scratch your head and wonder: wasn’t thisythae the Rector went on Sabbatidalisy?!Are you sure?

It is true; the weeks that | spent in an intentldbaeak” from Christ Church did leave me feelingioh rested
and recovered from my ministerial duties. Thenedather way to say it: | had a wonderful Sabbatica
Sometimes we can become so busy with all the &ctviministry that it is difficult to take the tiento make
oneself quiet and simply listen, listen to the eodf God. However, that doesn’t mean those weeke nat
filled with their own stimulation and challenge.

The first three weeks of my sabbatical were spg#ahding to the many things that are so easilyastgt by
clergy: colonoscopy, mammogram, and the usual cbhpskthat are becoming more necessary now thatdtam
a “certain” age. | got my son safely off to his wesast college, my daughter to the oral surgeomwisdom
teeth removal, and made sure everything was iregdtacher as she started her first semester atk@liede. The
day after her classes began | left for Los Angelieere | spent five weeks exploring models of calegnistry
and experienced alternative worship in the Churobconnected with old friends, made many new ones,
including the Episcopal Chaplain for USC and UCkhko was extraordinarily welcoming to me. It wasoals
the first time | have been able to visit my sokiatcollege — and the first time | got to see hiayollege
football. Unfortunately,he was injured in the first quarter of the firatwge; bufortunatelyhis mom was there
to sit with him through the ER, surgery, recoveaayd for a few weeks he had his own personal asflist&od
has a mysterious way of working things out, dowt yhink?

Perhaps the best part of Los Angeles was theabltiad to examine my own life and ministry. | wasvery
blessed to receive the hospitality of Chris andiRd&burgio Miller (Robin grew up at CC) and theirrso
Graham. | stayed in their adorable guest housamnteSMonica; | could not have dreamed of a betereoto
rest and reflect. With hardly ever a need to setlarm clock, with no one for whom to prepare supméh no
sermon to write or no parishioner to visit or homsek to do — | was left with the luxury of watchiagd
waiting, of praying and reading, of communing w@bd in a way that can seem all but impossible ¢isé of
the year. | read several books getting ready foserginar in Florence and took an on-line courd&airan. |
was also able to find a gym with a pool and swamoal every day; for those of you who remember myt bo
with tendonitis last spring, you should know thamnt almost completely rehabbed. I'm back, baby!

After a brief visit with my family in Oklahoma, theext major part of my sabbatical was a two wegkttr
Italy. | finally arrived (my flight coincided witlthe unexpected snow of late October, putting meetilays
behind!) to join a fresco workshop in a studio dveking the city of Florence. The group | was wstidied
medieval theology (via Dante) and politics (Macleilliy, and renaissance architecture and art (Breimak,
Michelangelo and da Vinci). The last four days wawent in Rome, viewing so much of the history anaf
that city that has so influenced Christianity.

Back to the year 2011. It was indeed an incrediboisy year! The Wardens, Vestry and | worked haeggring
for the time | would be gone. They did a terrifoddj which you will see as you read the pages sfrigport. |
am extremely grateful to our Wardens, Greg Miclmel &erry Marengo, and their wives, Diana and Lynn.
Along with Father Bill & Father Agostino, they welfiathful to Christ Church and enabled the parish t
continue with all our various activities and pragsa

In addition to all the work of having a rector abbatical, several new programs and events fowiditay
into the life of Christ Church. A wonderful soungsgem is finally in place. Care Giving Friendsge Running
Club, VBS Survivor (with St. James, Eatontown),cRs for Haiti, and the Probation Program, were agnon



new ministries. We held a terrific Star Spangledejpendence Celebration and a special Mass to coraratam
the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. Much waalk done with our buildings and grounds — my fagor
work being the total renovation of the Library adffices. We had a wonderful time with our first e&immer
College Intern, Connor Fitzmaurice, to whom we hlaika fond farewell as he continues his studieBaston.
We also bid a grievous farewell to our dear brotret vestry member, Tom Costigan, who died unerpéct
as a result of a motorcycle accident.

| will forever remember the year 2011 as the ydanysabbatical rest. A time when | have felt oord.
“waken my ears to listen....” to listen anew to hisce. | am so looking forward to this new year 61.2; |
believe it will be a time for our parish to refoaus our communal spiritual life and the path weknabether.
A time to look forward to what God will do among, tier he wakens us each morning to the beautyisf th
world and the lives with which we have been sod#ds

Peace,

, Rector

MISSION POSSIBLE: FAIR SHARE!!

If you attended the Annual Parish Meeting, then kwow that we received a shocking report from thecBse
about the woeful state of their finances (theyrarming a $600,000 deficit). This is due in larget pa the fact
that very many parishes have decreased their gteitige Diocese. Christ Church is one of thosespas; for
the first time since | have been the Rector, thetievoted to give less that the tithe of 10Phe Bishop asked
each congregation to rethink what they had pledgeging us to give at a minimuthe amount we had given
the year before.

For Christ Church, this would be an additional $2,1We passed the plate at the meeting and

collected $1,315.00. Some parishioners said thayduike to mail checks in; please know that we lgdou
welcome your additional gift to help us reach ooalgf the Biblical Tithe (we need another $846each our
goal). To contribute, make your check out to Choisurch and write “Fair Share” in the memo line.

Upon learning of our effort, the following responsas written to us by Phyllis Jones, the CFO oflimcese:

“Please accept and convey to your congregationaerep, heartfelt gratitude for your leadership ahdit
support. Whatever the final amount might be, dguwed important to us is the commitment to ourtiigether
as a Diocese we see in the efforts being made loycpmgregation and many others. We take great
encouragement from that. God knows we never leamuch from prosperity as we do from adversity. |
believe our struggles together, whether at the cegational, convocational, diocesan or worldwidedg have
many purposes, not least of which is to reinforcas the knowledge that unless all of us succeste of us
succeed. The numerous committees, councils ahémgags I'm privileged to be a part of seem to shtnat
recurring theme much more strongly of late. Antlardy share the theme in discussion, but looknays to
put that into practice. Or in the words of a fanerAfrican prayer: “Pray . . . but move your féet.

Which is exactly what | see you and your congregaieing about, and | thank God for you!
Many blessings in return,

Phyllis
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Baptism:
Nicholas Timothy Antonelli, son of Eric and Cardin
Antonelli, received the sacrament of Holy Baptismd a
was welcomed into the church on Sunday, January 22,
2012 at Christ Church. 2012 Vestry Retreat
Thursday, February 16, 6PM
,06*%4 ,65#76 8*% at the home of Peggy James — dinner
o, 8 &' Saturday, February 18, 9AM — 2PM
&' ‘;‘ & | ! _ at the home of Sue Napoletano —
« & e g ' breakfast and lunch
/9 )' o T | So that we can better prepare for our meals, plea_se
<& &' | contact the office to let us know what you would ke

| " 28 & to bring or to find out what is still needed.
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A special Thank you received on behalf of our
Christmas Outreach

Dated: 1/28/2012

Greetings!

| wanted to thank you for your help over the Cimigs
Holiday with Ms. (A)’s family. It truly gave me sh
great pleasure to be able to give (A) two lovelgdaf
dolls and Disney princess toys. (A) was so veateaful
for the toys and she did report that her two daerght
were beyond excitement when they saw their gifts.
Thank you and God Bless.

Tammy A. Brown
Telerecruitment Supervisor
Central Jersey Blood

Second Saturday Workday

Even though my term as vestry property has ended,
| will continue the monthly workdays. Come join

us on February 1 any time for an hour or two

from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. A warm and simple
lunch will be provided.

Walter Dein / former property

COFFEE HOUR: We need your helpPlease sign up
for a week as Host for the Coffee Hour. Sign upesie
on the Parish Life Bulletin Board. It is easy and ¥
and you'll be glad you did. If you need instructon
direction, or even a “Coffee Hour Buddy” let us lino
and we will be happy to assist you.

“BOOKS FOR BOOKS” Our Parish House
book shelves are the happening spot to be at this
month! Stock up for the SNOW days!! There has
been a real turnover of books and in the past week,
we've gotten 2 large donations. Please stop by and
check them out. If you don't have time after churc
on Sunday, during Coffee Hour, you can always
stop during office hours — Tues. — Fri. from 9 to 2
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Peak of the Week and Morning Prayer

Join our group on Wednesday mornings in the
Parish House Library. Start your morning with
Holy Eucharist at 9:30am and then stay for our
book discussion on “Mere Christianity” by C. S.
Lewis.

Girls’ Friendly Society

Sunday, February 5th: A special Valentine’s
Program.GFS will meet following Coffee
Hour/Church School in the Parish Hall. We will
learn about St. Valentine, make valentines for-shut
ins, and who knows — maybe bake some special
cookies. Lunch will be provided.

Sunday, February 26th:A Lenten ProgramGFS
will meet following Coffee Hour/Church School.
Details of the program will follow.

All girls five years and older and there mothers ar
welcome to join us!
For more information please call the Church Office.

High School Youth Group

All High School students are invited to a Movie and
Pizza night orBunday, February 19th.We will

meet in the Parish Hall from 6:00pm to 9:00pm.
Bring a friend!

OUR TOURING TRIPTYCH RETURNS

As you may recall we lent one of our Armed Forces
triptychs to an exhibit, called “Walls Speak”, bkt
work of its artist, Hildreth Meiere. Our triptych i
now returning and will be mounted in a more
prominent location on the parish hall. Since the
triptych left on its journey in 2009 there will be
more details on the triptych in a future Crown
article especially for those new to the parishySta
tuned for a speaking wall coming to a parish house
wall near you!



Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Back by Popular Acclaim!!!

As you may (or may not) know, the forty days of
Lent begins on February 22nd, Ash Wednesday.
That means that all the bad habits you have been
harboring need to be worked out by Tuesday,
February 21st. We aim to help you with that! Come
join your fellow parishioners in a feast of luscsou
pancakes smothered with butter and syrup. Stick a
fork in another of those plump, savory sausages. It
will be a loooong forty days, so come fortify
yourselves for them!

Date; Tuesday, February 21st
Time: 5:30-7:30pm
Place: Christ Church Parish House

Cost:
Children under twelve: $4.00
Anyone twelve and over $7.00

Make your reservations early! Proceeds to benefit
theCasie Kerr Scholarship Fund(for graduating
seniors). Help make this another MISSION
POSSIBLE.

Flippers and Servers, Set-up and Clean-up crews
needed. Anyone wishing to participate in the fun,
put your name on the sign up sheet, call Mrs. Nap
732-229-0436 or see her at church.
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Martha’s Cupboard (housed at Washington Manor, Long
Branch) is our very own food pantry/distribution
outreach program, supported and staffed by Christ
Church parishioners. It serves the need of lowsimeo
senior citizens and those with disabilities. Weiteyou

to never come to church empty-handed, deposit non-
perishable food items either in the Narthex orRlagish

House. For cash donations, make checks payable to

“Christ Church” and designate “Martha’s Cupboard” i
the memo section

St. Valent;
@Qp@\bv%
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Presented by Rev. Dr. William C. Noble

With Valentine’s Day approaching, many couples
are focusing their attention on celebrating and
strengthening their relationships. During this
season of love, Fr. Bill is offering a free seminar
that will inspire, inform and invigorate both maui
and unmarried couples. Attendees will find it a fu
and strong relationship-building activity for the
Valentine’s holiday!

7:00 to 9:00 PM — Light dinner will be served
Space is limited — call now to register!!!
732-542-0818
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Kim Roberts- Honecker — Junior Warden

Kim has worshiped at Christ Church for over 20
years. She has raised her three children at Christ
Church. They attended Sunday school and served as
acolytes. Kim & her husband Bob taught the High
School Sunday school class for a number of years.
She also taught younger students for several years.
She has served on the vestry as Parish Life Chair f
a full term during our extensive restoration tousec
our Church building and the election of Mother Lisa
as our Rector. Most recently she has served a
second tour of duty on vestry as Newcomer
Committee Chair. Kim is a high school art teacher
at Manalapan High School and lives in Shrewsbury.

Carl Alfano — 3 year term

Carl has been a member of the congregation for 19
years. He and his wife Debbie have five children
Amanda, Michael (wife - Huifin), David, Casey and
Christina. In addition to raising his three yourtges
children here at Christ Church, he has been
particularly active in the Parish Work Days and
property (he was instrumental in assisting his son
David this past summer, painting the Parish House
Porch working on his Eagle Scout Project). Carl has
also been a longtime supporter and walker for
CROP Walk and has been involved with our work
for Habitat for Humanity. He is currently employed
with a Japanese Bank in Jersey City and is an IT
Professional concentrating on Business Continuity,
Disaster Recovery and Contingency Planning.

Sheila Hatami-Watson- 3 year term

Sheila is a fairly new member of our parish. She
and her spouse, Natalie, both raised in the Roman
Catholic tradition, began coming to services at
Christ Church just over a year ago. She quickly
became enamored with our Church community,
coming to services regularly, joining Knitting
Pearls, and helping out on Saturday Workdays.
Sheila now is looking forward to taking a more
active role within the Church and the community by
joining the Vestry. In addition to the present
community outreach like Martha's Cupboard, she
would like to find other organizations to partner
with to give back to the community. She is excited
about the opportunity to serve God and the
community in new ways as a member of the Vestry.

Neil Ingenito — 3 year term

Neil and his wife Diane came to Christ Church
approximately 4 years ago seeking a place where he
would be comfortable and become part of a close
community. He has found that he is beginning to
understand some of the challenges of being part of
small church. Neil is currently a Captain with the
Ocean Township Police Department soon to be
retired (March 1, 2012). He and Diane chaired the
annual Flea Market this past year and are members
of the Wedding Committee. Diane and he have been
married for 35 years. They have two married
children and three grandchildren. They are very
involved with their family; they spend a lot of #&m

with their grandchildren and with our parents,
helping out where they can, and Neil anticipates
taking more of a role in those areas when he eetire
in March.

Sue Napoletano — 1 year term

Sue was raised in South Jersey, met her husband,
Lou, at Monmouth College in 1972, married him in
1975 and have lived in Long Branch ever since.
Her two daughters, Katie and Laura, raised in this
church are married to Mike Wachter and Tim
Stroebel. She has been a parishioner at Christ
Church since 1984 and has either taught Sunday
School, led Youth Group, spearheaded fundraisers,
served on Vestry and/or served as your Church
School Director since then. Sue is a people person
and especially loves children and teenagers. Being
involved in their Christian formation is importatot
her. Professionally, Sue is a para-legal with 30+
years experience. Her area of expertise is reateest
although she is also well versed in Wills, Estates,
Corporate and Land Use. She has worked at the
law firm of Pringle Quinn Anzano, PC in Belmar,

NJ for the past 20 years which is where you can
find her if she is not here or at home. She looks
forward to serving you again on Vestry as Chairman
of the Christian Formation Commission.

Alternate Deputies to Diocesan
Convention

Bill Balmer

William Balmer is Regional Manager of Monmouth
& Middlesex counties for Valley National Bank.

He is a life-long member of Christ Church
Shrewsbury., having been both baptized and
confirmed in the parish. Bill has a long history of



volunteer service to the church, ranging from
several terms on the Vestry, multiple terms as
Treasurer and member of the Finance Committee,
and he has also served as Senior Warden. He has
also been a delegate to both the Monmouth
Convocation the Diocese Convention. He and his
wife Jane reside in Ocean. They have two children,
Evan and Erin, and four grandchildren.

Gerry and Lynn Marengo

Gerry Marengo and his wife Lynn have been
members of Christ Church since 1992 when they
moved into Tinton Falls from Howell, NJ. While in
Howell, they were members of St. Peters in
Freehold. As members of Christ Church, Lynn has
been a member of the choir, has served as a church
Sunday school teacher and is currently the Asdistan
Treasurer. Gerry has served Christ Church as the
Chair of the 2006 Capital Campaign, Vestry
Member for the last 5 years and is currently the
Junior Warden. Gerry and Lynn have two sons
Kevin (22) who graduated from MIT this past June
with a degree in Electrical Engineering, currently
working and living in Maryland, and Robert (20), a
junior at the University of Maryland majoring in
Civil Engineering. Gerry works for Alcatel Lucent,
a Telecommunications company as a Technical
Manager in the Enterprise Architecture team of the
Information Technology organization. Gerry is
entering year 36 with the company after starting
with AT&T in 1977. Lynn has retired from
Telcordia Technologies as a Software Quality
Assurance Engineer after a 25 year career.

The 2012 Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of
New Jersey will commence on March 2 with sign-
in at 7:30 a.m. and conclude on March 3 when
convention business ends. The convention is being
held at the Crown Plaza in Cherry Hill. This annua
meeting of the diocese is a canonical requirement.
Diocesan clergy and lay deputies should make
necessary preparations to attend the convention in
order to participate in the important decision-
making process that formulates the future of our
Diocese

“‘“DON'T COME TO CHURCH
EMPTY-HANDED”
Don't forget to bring a non-perishable food itenttwi
you on your way to worship!
Please place them in the basket in the Narthex

, $F

*The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
*The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks on the
Water." The sermon tonight: "Searching for Jesus."
*Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a ckan
to get rid of those things not worth keeping around
the house. Bring your husbands.

*The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has
been canceled due to a conflict.

*Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our
community. Smile at someone who is hard to love.
Say "Hell" to someone who doesn't care much about
you.

*Miss Charlene Mason sang "l will not pass this
way again," giving obvious pleasure to the
congregation.

*For those of you who have children and don't
know it, we have a nursery downstairs.

*Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir.
They need all the help they can get.

*The Rector will preach his farewell message after
which the choir will sing: "Break Forth Into Joy."
*Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on
October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that
began in their school days.

*Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to
the addition of several new members and to the
deterioration of some older ones.

*The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new
tithing campaign slogan last Sunday: "I Upped My
Pledge - Up Yours.



A day to remember those in need.

Congregations are invited to celebrate Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday on the first Sunday in Lent—February 26, 2012.

At the 2009 General Convention, Lent was officially designated as a time to encourage dioceses, congregations and individuals to
remember and support the life-saving work of Episcopal Relief & Development. We invite all Episcopalians to join together on Episcopal
Relief & Development Sunday, and throughout the Lenten season, to pray for those living in need.

Christ Church will be dedicating a special offering in support of our mission to assist people impacted by poverty worldwide. All gifts
from these events will be designated to Episcopal Relief & Development’s Global Needs Fund. This fund enables the agency to reach
those most in need around the world.

To learn more about the following courses and/aetpster visit their web site at
www.newjersey.anglican.orgnd clickMinistry Institute

February 2012
8 Adults Who Work With Youth Workshop: Confirmatiéiormation Diocesan House, Trenton
11 12" Annual Acolyte Festival —offers acolytes of our parish and opportunity felowship and learning in a

daylong celebration of their ministr@:30AM — 3:30 PM, $25.00 in advance, lunch and etsshirt included,
Trinity Cathedral, Trenton

12 Absalom Jones Service of Witness to Black Minises
This annual service commemorates the life and wbtke first Black person to be ordained in ThésEppal
Church. Itis meant to shed light on and celebaditthe ministries of people of color in our ceése. Time: 3PM,
Reception following. Trinity Cathedral, Trenton

On December 28, 2011 The Episcopal Church - — has undergone a
complete transformation and redesign into a welogmeye-appealing, easy-to-navigate, experiental She
new website features a motif of stained glass wwsj@ach of which holds a small piece of our compimary
church. Taking direction from newcomer research,désign is steeped, but not mired, in traditiBe.sure to

visit the web site for diocesan information andiaddal information on upcoming events!




EVERY SUNDAY:

8AM Holy Eucharist

9AM Adult Bible Study

9:50 — 10:30AM Lower and Middle

Church SchoofPreK — 4th grade)
(grades 5,6, 7 & 8)

10AM Holy Eucharist

After the service Upper Church School
(grades 9 - 12)

February 2012

EVERY MONDAY:

Office Closed

EVERY TUESDAY:

7:30PM Meditation Group

OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Friday

EVERY WEDNESDAY:

9:30AM Holy Eucharist — Library
10: 15 - 11:30AM Peakthe Week
8PM Ft. Monmouth AA

EVERY THURSDAY

7-9pm Knitting Pearls at Perky’'s home
7:30PM St. Gregory's Choir

8:30PM Men’s AA

9AM - 2PM EVERY FRIDAY:
7:30PM Big Book AA
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

7PM Daughters of
the King meeting

2 3 4

12-2pm Triptych 1-5PM - Monmouth
returns CIVIC'Ch(')I‘US.
meeting in Library

5 6

12pm-GFS meeting

8

9 10 11

10am — 4pm
2" Saturday
Workday

12 13

Adult Bible Study
Cancelled

14

15

16 17 18

6PM 9AM
Vestry Retreat | Wedding Rehearsal| Vestry Retreat

19 20

Adult Bible Study
Cancelled

2PM
Apruzzese/Gilkison
Wedding

6PM — 9PM Youth
Group Movie and
Pizza Night

21

22

Ash Wednesday
Services
7:00am
9:30am
7:30pm

23 24 25

26 27

Episcopal Relief &
Development
Sunday

12pm-GFS meeting

28

29




The Communications Team reminds you to check thesiteefor current parish news.

The Reverend Lisa S. Mitchell, Rector
Chris Psolka, Organist/Choirmaster
Casey Surgent, Office Administrator

Marty Slater, Sexton

VESTRY 2012
Senior Warden--Greg Michel
Junior Warden—Kim Roberts
Newcomers & Evangelism—Neil Ingenito
Outreach—Sheila Hatami-Watson
Parish Life --Tom Cameron
Youth--Jimmie King
Christian Formation —Sue Napoletano
Communications & Marketing--Peggy James
Property--Carl Alfano
Property, Preservation & Graveyard--Rebecca Pruitt
College Ministry &Website--Karen Reeman

OFFICE OF THE VESTRY
Treasurer—Gerry Marengo
Asst. Treasurer--Lynn Marengo
Vestry Clerk--Nancy Stewart

Lending a hand at Martha’'s Cupboard are (L-R) Mpttiga, Carol McKeever, Kit Schiavo,
Justin Regiec, Dianne Regiec and Greg and Dianaéllic



